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the enigma was a response, using early 20th-
century technology, to the crucial role played
by radio communications in world war one,
and to the vulnerability of the messages so
conveyed. the prodigious number of simple,
repetitive computations required to crack the
codes (not to mention the related but less well-
known and even more difficult lorenz cipher)
led to the construction of the first
programmable computer and signified,
certainly in relation to the technology of
encryption and, indeed, to the very concept of
a machine the eclipse of the electro-
mechanical era. the legacy of alan turings life
and work did not fully come to light until long
after his death. his impact on computer
science has been widely acknowledged: the
annual turing award has been the highest
accolade in that industry since 1966. but the
work of bletchley park and turings role there
in cracking the enigma code was kept secret
until the 1970s, and the full story was not
known until the 1990s. it has been estimated
that the efforts of turing and his fellow code-
breakers shortened the war by several years.
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while it is likely that apple would be very open
to adding new languages to ios, i think the
best approach is to start with a dialect of
objective-c and use it to create an ios-native
javascript engine. this will mean that the
android/ios native script and browser engine
on the platform will be in the same language,
and to the extent that it is a shared language,
will make it possible to share more code.
javascript is an important language on the
web platform and it is important that the
browser be as expressive as possible.
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certainly in relation to the technology of
encryption and, indeed, to the very concept of

a machine the eclipse of the electro-
mechanical era. alan turing was a brilliant
mathematician. born in london in 1912, he
studied at both cambridge and princeton

universities. he was already working part-time
for the british governments code and cypher

school before the second world war broke out.
in 1939, turing took up a full-time role at

bletchley park in buckinghamshire where top
secret work was carried out to decipher the

military codes used by germany and its allies.
the legacy of alan turings life and work did not

fully come to light until long after his death.
his impact on computer science has been

widely acknowledged: the annual turing award
has been the highest accolade in that industry
since 1966. but the work of bletchley park and
turings role there in cracking the enigma code
was kept secret until the 1970s, and the full
story was not known until the 1990s. it has

been estimated that the efforts of turing and
his fellow code-breakers shortened the war by

several years. what iscertain is that they
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saved countless lives and helped to determine
the course and outcome of the conflict.
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